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Detecting Motifs

polymerase find the transcription start site.

Table MM2.1 Nucleotde frequencies in 389 known TATA boses.

A motif is a sequence pattern of functional significance.
Example: The TATA box is a motif that helps the
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Sequence Motifs
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Table MM2.1 Nucleotide frequencies in 389 known TATA boxes.
Position 1 2 3 4 5 b 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 1w 15
A 61 16 352 3 354 268 360 222 155 56 83 82 82 68 77
C 145 46 0 10 0 0 3 2 4 1% 147 121 118 107 101
G 152 18 2 2 5 0 10 4 157 150 128 128 128 139 140
T 3309 % 3 30 121 6 121 By 48 31 52 61 BN
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for Detecting Motifs
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Creating Tables of Frequencies

The probability of having an A in the first position is: 61/389 = 0.1568
The probability of a T in the second position is: 309/389 = 0.7943
Similarly for all 4 bases at all 15 positions.

We can thus create a table of frequencies.

Table MM2.1 Nucleotde frequencies in 389 known TATA boses.
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Instead of creating a table of frequencies, we create a table of log-odds.
Suppose that the genome-wide average G and C content is 44%.
Then the probability of an A is 0.56/2 = 0.28.

log, (0.1568/0.28) = log, (0.56) = - 0.84.

Note that the base of the logarithm here is 2.

Similarly, log, (0.7943/0.28) = 1.5.

Table MM2.1 Nucleotide frequencies in 389 known TATA boxes.

Position 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15

A 16 352 3 34 268 360 222 155 56 83 82 g 68 7
0 145 46 0 10 0 0 8 2 4 1% 47 2m 18 107 101
G 152 18 2 2 5 0 10 44 157 150 128 128 128 139 140
T A 3% 3 30 121 6 121 8 48 31 5 61 BN
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The Log-Odds Tables

Table MM2.1 Nucleotide frequencies in 389 known TATA boxes.
Position 1 2 3 4 5 b 1 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15

A 16 352 8 354 68 360 222 155 56 83 82 8 68 77
0 145 46 0 10 0 0 3 2 4 185 147 f27 118 107 101
G 152 18 2 2 5 0 10 44 157 150 128 128 128 139 140
T Kl 3% I 30 121 6121 ¥ 48 31 5 60 75 N

Table MM2.2 Position weight matrix.

A [om] -2 160 <508 170 130 176 108 051 -0% -03 -041 -041 068 -050
C 076 -090 -%900 -310 -9900 -9900 -480 -542 -09 066 078 057 046 0% 0A
G 08 -225 -542 -542 -410 -%900 -306 -09 088 081 058 058 088 070 0N
T 181 [150] -164 178 -186 015 -414 015 -172 118 -181 -107 -084 -054 -082
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What is the Significance
of Log-Odds

* If the nucleotide is more likely to occur at a
given position than it is to occur overall, the
ratio will be bigger than 1.0 and the log odds
is positive.

« If the nucleotide is less likely to occur at a
certain position than it is to occur overall, then

the ratio will be smaller than 1.0 and the log
odds is negative.
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Using Log-Odds Tables (I)

Table MM2.2 Position weight matrix.

A 084 -277 169 -518 170 130 176 103 051 -09 -039 -041 -041 -068 -0.50

076 -090 -99.00 -3.10 -99.00 -9900 -480 -542 -096 066 078 057 046 032 0.4

C
G 088 -225 -542 -542 -410 -99.00 -306 -09% 088 081 058 058 058 070 071
T 18 15 -164 178 -1.86 015 -414 015 -172 -118 181 -107 -084 -054 -062

Table MM2.3 PWM score of the 15 bp sequence ACATATATAAGCTGG.

A 0 A T A T A T A A G 0 T G G

-084 -277 169 -518 1.70 130 176 103 051 -096 -039 -041 -041 -068 -050

088 -225 542 -542 -410 -9900 -3.06 -09 088 08 058 058 058 070 071

A
C 076 -090 -9900 -310 -99.00 -99.00 -480 -542 -096 066 078 057 046 032 024
@
T

-181 150 -164 178 -18 015 -414 015 -172 -118 -181 -107 -084 -054 -062

Table MM2.2 was constructed as explained in the previous slides; in other words,
by taking the log of the ratio of the observed frequency over the expected frequency.
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Using Log-Odds Tables (II)

Table MM2.2 Position weight matrix.

A 084 -277 169 -518 170 130 176 108 051 -096 -039 -041 -041 -068 -0.50

C 076 -09 -9900 -310 -99.00 -99.00 -480 -542 -09% 066 078 057 046 032 024

G 083 -225 -542 -542 -410 -99.00 -306 -09 088 081 058 058 058 070 071

T -18 15 -164 178 -1.6 015 -414 015 -172 -118 -181 -107 -084 -054 -062

Table MM2.3 PWM score of the 15 bp sequence ACATATATAAGCTGG.

A C A T A T A T A A G C T G G
-084 -277 169 -518 170 130 176 108 051 -096 -039 -041 -041 -068 -050

088 -225 -542 -542 -410 -9900 -3.06 -096 088 08 058 058 058 070 071
-181 150 -164 178 -1.86 015 -414 015 -172 -118 -181 -107 -084 -054 -062

A
C 076 -090 -99.00 -310 -99.00 -99.00 -480 -542 -096 066 078 057 046 032 024
@
T

To see if a sequence of length 15 is a TATA box, we simply add the corresponding
values from the PWM and see if we get a value above some threshhold.
In the example above, we add the 15 highlighted numbers to get 6.78.

Copyright © 2006 A. Malcolm Campbell ) .
©2018 Sami Khuri

* All current methods for representing DNA motifs
involve either consensus sequences or probabilistic
models (such as PWM) of the motif.

» Consensus sequences do not adequately represent the
variability seen in promoters or transcription factor
binding sites.

* Both consensus sequences and PWM models assume
positional independence. Neither method can
accommodate correlations between positions.

e Probabilities calculated from PWM models can be
highly misleading.
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